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The social movements and civil society organizations of the Andean Region of Latin America 
and those of Europe are deeply concerned over the consequences that an Association Agreement 
between the Community of Andean Nations (CAN) and the European Union (EU) (which 
currently includes a Free Trade Agreement very similar to the FTAA, which we laid to rest 
some time ago) would bring to our peoples.  To us, the new initiatives being created to expand 
free trade will only bring about a deterioration in the situation of countries which are attempting 
to ensure the dignity of our peoples and the right to sovereignty.  As an extension of neoliberal 
policies, these initiatives represent a grave danger to the region, in that they threaten to frustrate 
the capacity of States to bring about policies of social and economic development, and make it 
more difficult to reverse the measures that have harmed our peoples. 
 
We regret that the negotiations are based on the EU trade strategy Global Europe: Competing in 
the World, which only seeks to install an “ambitious” area of free trade; and which, even if it 
refers to the respect for human rights, proposes to extend the agenda of the WTO by privileging 
profitability and commercial interests without taking into account that the Andean countries are 
home to diverse realities, completely different from those of European models. 
 
The European proposal presupposes rapid reductions across the entire scope of tariffs and the 
inclusion of issues such as governmental purchases, investments, competition policy, the 
opening of services, and the expansion of protection for intellectual property.  These issues were 
included in the treaties that the EU signed with Chile and Mexico.  The EU also has particular 
interest in creating protection for its investments within the parameters set out by European 
countries in various Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs), and also in the respective chapters on 
investment in the agreements with Chile and Mexico.  This protection, which goes far beyond 
that defined by the WTO, is identical to that agreed to by Peru and Colombia in their 
agreements with the United States.  Such protection will be widely beneficial to European 
transnational corporations, and promote the privatization of health, education, public services, 
agriculture, knowledge, culture and the traditions of indigenous communities.  All of these 
things, we reject. 
 
The countries of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN) recently issued Resolution 667 
which established that, in any negotiations with the EU, they would take into account 
asymmetries, the diverse degrees that countries will be willing to commit in various thematic 
areas (including the possibility that some may exclude themselves entirely), and that decisions 
that affect the norms of the CAN will be adopted by consensus amongst its members.  This 
decision, even if it allows for the possibility that some countries will not sign the FTA as 
currently proposed by the EU in its entirety, also allows that those that want to do so will simply 
submit to the proposals predefined by the EU.   
 
The preservation of cooperation and the strengthening of political dialogue are a necessity and 
are advisable objectives for both regions; but dialogue and cooperation should not be mere 
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preconditions to trade objectives, nor used as pressure tactics to oblige Andean governments to 
make economic concessions. 
 
In spite of the demands of diverse sectors, and the official announcement that mechanisms to 
keep civil society informed and to ensure civil society participation would be sought, on the eve 
of the first round, no such mechanisms related to participation of any nature have been defined.  
This leaves the civil society of the region at a disadvantage, and sets out for it the role of merely 
legitimating the process. 
 
It is obvious that the effort to alter the negotiating framework defined by the EU, and to ensure 
that the CAN does not deepen its adherence to neoliberal formulas nor become stranded in the 
project of global trade liberalization, will demand the very strong presence and mobilization of 
civil society. It will also demand a strong effort to maintain the advances of regional integration 
made to date, and a defence of integration based on the respect for national sovereignty, in terms 
of which the governments of the region do not have the same interests. 
 
We seek an integration between our peoples, but one that is based on solidarity that contributes 
to unite our nations, respecting human rights, the rights of indigenous peoples, the rights of 
migrants, protecting the balance with nature and, above all, the national differences and 
processes that we experience in our region. 
 
We are not against the striking of trade relations with Europe, as long as it is on the basis of 
balance and reciprocity.  We demand that the voices and proposals of our peoples be taken into 
account when it comes time to setting the new rules of integration and trade.  We firmly believe 
that an agreement has to be inspired by the principles of solidarity, justice, complementarity and 
harmony with la Pachamama, Nature. 
 
We want to be assured that whatever agreement is reached will strengthen the fight for the 
recuperation of control over natural resources, that it will truly benefit the peasant and small 
producer sectors, and that it will seriously confront the complex issues surrounding migration.  
We reject the immigration policies of the EU which demonstrate a disrespect for human rights 
and a discriminatory and racist attitude towards Latin Americans. 
 
Our countries and communities are not for sale.  We want trade between nations, but a trade that 
is based on solidarity and fairness.  We want a true integration that, on the basis of cooperation 
and solidarity, implies changes to the model that until now has only served to destroy nature and 
collective ways of life.  We want that the union of the peoples serve to truly construct a better 
world, and not to benefit only a very few. 
 
The Andean countries should concentrate their efforts on strengthening their ties, deepening 
Latin American integration, and bringing the countries of the South closer together; and not on 
the negotiation of Free Trade Agreements (with guidelines) that exclusively benefit the 
powerful and the Transnationals. 
 
In the Andean region, Latin America and Europe, broad social sectors, including certain 
governments, have categorically refused proposals that grant benefits to transnationals and 
cause harm to the peoples.  We have already lived with these formulas and know very well their 
consequences. 

 

We don’t want them anymore!
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Subscribers: 
 
- Accion Ecológica, Ecuador 
- Alianza de Organizaciones Sociales, 

Colombia  
- Alianza Social Continental  
- Alianza Social Continental - Cuba  
- Alianza Social Continental - Perú  
- Alianza Social Continental - Venezuela 
- Amigos de la Tierra - Inglaterra, Gales 

e Irlanda del Norte  
- Amigos de la Tierra de América Latina 

y el Caribe 
- ANAMEBI - PERU 
- APA AREQUIPA - PERU  
- Asociaciòn de Defensa de la Vida, 

ADEVI, de Lima, Perù  
- ATTAC - Argentina  
- ATTAC Marruecos  
- ATTAC Austria  
- ATTAC España 
- ATTAC Francia  
- ATTAC Hungria  
- Both ENDS, Holanda  
- Campaña ¿Quién debe a quién?, España 
- Campaña Comercio con Justicia: mis 

derechos no se negocian  
- CCP-PERU 
- CECOPAL Córdoba Argentina  
- Centro de Investigación y 

Documentación Chile-América Latina 
(FDCL), Berlin, Alemania  

- Centro de Comunicación Popular y 
Asesoramiento Legal CECOPAL, 
Córdoba, Argentina 

- Centro de Promoción y Educación 
Profesional ‘Vasco de Quiroga’, A.C., 
México 

- CER-DET Amigos de la Tierra Bolivia 
- CNA-PERU 
- CNCD/11.11.11, Bélgica 
- CNMM-PERU 
- Colombia Solidarity Campaign, Reino 

Unido  
- Comitè de Solidaritat amb els Pobles 

Indígenes d’Amèrica / Barcelona  
- Comité para la Anulación de la Deuda 

del Tercer Mundo CADTM, Bélgica  
- Comité pour les droit humains ‘Daniel 

Gillard’, Bruselas, Bélgica  
- Comité Pérou, France 
- COMPA-Nicaragua  
- CONACAMI-PERU 
- CONADES (Comisión Acción 

Internacional), Peru  
- CONAGUA Y VIDA PERU 

- Coordinadora Andina de 
Organizaciones Indígenas CAOI  

- Coordinadora Latinoamericana de 
Organizaciones Campesinas (CLOC) 

- Coordination Populaire Colombienne 
de Paris, France 

- Ecologistas en Acción, España  
- El Observatorio de Multinacionales en 

América Latina - Paz con Dignidad  
- Equipo Pueblo, México  
- Europe solidaire sans frontières 

(ESSF), France  
- FOCO - Foro Ciudadano de 

Participación por la Justicia y los 
Derechos Humanos, Argentina 

- France Amérique Latine, France 
- Friends of the Earth Europe (FoEE) 
- Fundación IEPALA  
- Fundación Neno Zanchetta, Lucca, 

Italia  
- Gemeinsam für Lateinamerika 

(Enlazando Alternativas - Austria)  
- Grupo América Latina de ATTAC 

Alemania  
- Grupo de Iniciativas Urbanas, Perú 
- IBASE - Brasil  
- ISGN-Asia Secretariat  
- Latin American Solidarity Centre 

(LASC), Dublín, Irlanda 
- Manitese, Italy  
- Marcha Mundial de las Mujeres - 

México  
- Marcha Mundial de las Mujeres de Perú  
- Marcha Mundial de las Mujeres, 

Américas  
- Marchas Europeas contra el 

Desempleo, la Precariedad y la 
Exclusión Social  

- Mesa Global - Guatemala  
- Movimiento Boliviano por la Soberanía 

y la Integración Solidaria de los 
Pueblos - Contra el TLC y el ALCA 

- Mujeres para el Diálogo - México  
- Network Institute for Global 

Democratization-Perú, Lima, Perú  
- Observatori del Deute en la 

Globalització, Catalunya, Estado 
Español  

- Observatorio sobre Latinoamerica 
SELVAS Milan, Italia 

- OCLAE  
- Partido Comunista de Austria 
- Partido de la Refundacion Comunista-

Izquierda Europea, Italia  
- PLADES, Peru  
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- Plataforma GATS de Holanda  - FENTRASEP  
- Plataforma Repsolmata, Barcelona  - FETRATEL  
- Plateforme haïtienne de Plaidoyer pour 

un Développement Alternatif (PAPDA), 
Haiti  

- FENATRABEA  
- FETRAHARINA  
- FETRAUVE  

- Programa Democracia y 
Transformación Global, Lima, Perú 

- FENATRAU  
- FENASINPRES  

- Pubic Services International / 
Internacional de Servicios Públicos / 
Américas  

- SINAFUM  
- FENACS  
- SINASOICA  

- REBRIP - Brasil  - SUTIC  
- Red Colombiana de Acción frente al 

Libre Comercio, Recalca 
- SOVICA  
- SINTRAT  

- Red Global América Latina,  - SUTRADIMECA  
- Red Internacional de Género y 

Comercio (LAGTN)  
- SUNEP-ME  
- SUNEP-IPASME  

- Red Mexicana de Acción frente al Libre 
Comercio - México  

- SUNEP-INAM  
- SUNTRASANAF  

- Red Nacional Género y Economía - 
México  

- SINTRADELI  
- SINTRAVISEP  

- Red Peruana por una Globalización con 
Equidad - RedGE 

- SINTRAPEL  
- VENECARTOREN  

- REDES - Amigos de la Tierra Uruguay - SINTRAGALLETA  
- REMTE  - SIPROPASTA  
- SEAP - Cuba  - SINSBOLTRAPROEFE  
- Sobrevivencia - Amigos de la Tierra 

Paraguay 
- SUNTRASAVIR  
- SITRAMECA  

- TLC y el ALCA  - HOSPITALES Y CLINICAS  
- Transform Italia  - SINTRAHARINA  
- Transform! - Austria - MANPA  
- Transnational Institute (TNI), Holanda  - SINTRAEM  
- United Nations NGO Committee for 

Development  
- SINTRAPLASTICO  
- SITRALACASA  

- Viva la Ciudadanía, Colombia  - OSPROTRABODIGAS  
SINTRAFERROMINERA  - Women In Development Europe 

(WIDE), Belgium - OUSINTRAEXTRUTEX  
- World Economy, Ecology & 

Development (WEED), Alemania  
- USINTRAEMBUTIDOS  
- SIUT-MINFRA  

- XminY Solidariteitsfonds, Holanda  - SUNTRAUNELLEZ  
 - ATAUSIBO  
Union federations and Trade Unions 
from Venezuela: 

- SITRAUNERG  
- SINTRABECO  

- FETRAELEC  - SINBOTRAEMELEC  
- FEDEPETROL  - SINTRAVALORES  
- SINUTRAPETROL  - SUNTRABMERCAL  
- FETRAHIDROCARBUROS  - SINATRACIBI 
- FENASIRTRASALUD  
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